
Parents…  

Please know that, effective Jan-

uary 2nd, we will begin coding 

student absences in Genesis in 

accordance with NJ Department 

of Education guidelines.  While 

this may show as 'unexcused' in 

most instances, our office still 

requires a note of explanation 

for student absences.  

 

There are several   

important events coming up in 

January. Please be sure to look 

at the monthly calendar on the 

website for the following:  

 

Candid & Club Pictures 

Spirit Days 

PTA Meeting 

PTA Family Fun Night 

No School - Jan. 21st 

 

 

 

January 2019 

Congratulations… 

C-O-N-G-R-A-T-U-L-A-T-I-O-N-S 

Congratulations! 
 

Fifth Graders, Genevieve (5P) and Sreenika (5B), will represent 

Rockaway Meadow School in the 

upcoming Woman’s Club of Parsip-

pany Troy-Hills Fourth Annual 

Spelling Bee. All fifth grade stu-

dents participated in the school-

wide challenge held in December. 

The runner up from each class will 

serve as an alternate - Anais (5P) 

and Mishti (5B).   

 

PTA - Cultural Arts Assembly 
 

Illustrator, Steven James Petruccio visited RMS 

on Friday, December 21st.  He explained the 

process he goes through when creating illustra-

tions for books - from generating an initial idea  

to match the text, to story boards, to final im-

ages. The students seemed to enjoy the assem-

bly. Thank you to the PTA for your assistance in 

planning this visit.  
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From The Classrooms... 
 
 
Mr. Eric Thomas came in to speak to our 5th grades about his career as 
a journalist for Quest Diagnostics. During his visit, students learned the 
importance of editing and revising their work, how headlines draw in 
the reader, and how researching and interviewing are key components 
to a good news story.  This was a nice follow up to the Journalism Unit  
studied during the month of November.  
 
 
 
 

Ms. Corinne Markey from the Parsippany Public Library visited with our 4th grade students to show them the  
power of “Green Screen “ technology.  Students worked in groups to  create Natural Disaster scenes. The les-
son served as a reminder about the power of Nature and the reinforced their understanding of the power of 
technology.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Google Expedition Goggles have arrived at 
RMS.  Students in in all  grade levels will  get to ex-
perience several journeys over the course of the 
next few weeks. Be sure to ask your child about  
their adventures! 
 



 

3-5 Classroom Highlights (ELA) From December   

Ask your child about... 

 

Third Grade 
Reading…. 

Reading to Learn: Grasping Main Ideas and Text Structures  
 Readers read nonfiction to learn and sort information into main ideas and supporting details/examples to retain important 

information. 
 Readers think, talk, & question with others to grow ideas. 
 Readers compare and synthesize across texts, adding onto and revising their original understanding based on new insights 

gained reading. 

 
Writing…. 
The Art of Information Writing  
 Examine nonfiction mentor texts: pamphlets, articles, nonfiction books, websites, textbooks, research reports, encyclope-

dias, atlases, and more . 
 Students will work to transfer their knowledge to others through writing. 
 Elaborate on focus topics; including adding concrete details, descriptions, and examples/factual short “stories”. 

 
Fourth Grade 

Reading… 
Historical Fiction Book Clubs  
 Readers identify and analyze the elements of a novel. 
 Readers develop big ideas about text based on evidence & revise ideas. 
 Readers gain a deeper understanding of the era a historical novel is set in by studying primary source documents. 

 
Writing…. 
The Literary Essay: Writing about Fiction  
 Read literature closely and write about the literature being read. 
 Notice details, analyze ideas and interpretations of text, study characters. 
 Work on learning new and more complex ways to structure a text. 
 Write compare and contrast essays, noting different approaches theme or issue. 

 
Fifth Grade 

Reading… 
Argument and Advocacy: Researching Debatable Issues  
 Readers know a good argument is supported by evidence. 
 Readers attend to what the author is saying, compare it with ideas of other authors and formulate their own evidence-

based position. 
 Readers gather information, develop background, take a stand on their belief and become powerful advocates for change 

in the world. 

 
Writing… 
The Research-Based Argument Essay  
 Structure argument writing to include claims supported by reasons/evidence. 
 Sort, weigh, and order evidence from an abundance of sources. 
 Think critically to note-take, develop an argument, revise, rethink and rebuild. 
 Continually assess writing using checklists and emulating mentor texts. 
 Engage in a debate with classmates in order to understand how to argue with evidence and logic. 


